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mbtroduction

A grior renort (Cofer, 1961) presented a replication of a
part of an experiment by Deesc (1959) on immediate frec recall of
Tists of words which were commosed either of high=frequency, loww
frequoncy, or zoro=frequency associates of tho list nane. Deese's
finding that aspocts of irmiedlate free rocall of such lists are
closely relabod t6 the listls inter=-ite:il associative strength was
éonfirmoed, In addition to the renlicabtion of Docsels cxperiuent; an
extension of his expoviment was rua in which, after they had coupleted
thelr free rccalls, the subjects were asked to go on writing words
until their total was equal to list length, This exbtension of the
rocall period was called “foréed recall', During the foreced recall
period the subjects added, on the average, less than one correct
item to those they had already recalled, but the correlation oWer the
13 lists between the nwiber of correct items added during forced
recall and intersitem associative strength was 0,73, The dats of
chief intcerest in the prior study, however, were the responses added
during‘forced roeall which were not correct. Decsefs interpretation
of his original findings was that subjects in "recalling" wrote down
their associations to the few words they actually remembered. I
would secem, on this hypothesis, that, asked to match list length
duringforced mecsall, the subjects would add rgsponses by associaliing
to the 1list name and to the list membors thay had already written., This
expectation, hovever, was not realized, as the responses produced in
free recall often did not inelude high~frequency associates either of
the list nawme or of list members, although some of the responses pro-
duced wore such assoclates and occurred in forced recall at frequoncics
the same as or evon greater than their froquencies as froe assoclates

to tho same words. It was suggested that a conbextual factor might




nave operated o make more or less available the associabive
responsos in the roecall situation.

In the present report, four additional exporiments are described
in vhich the purposes were to study factors in tho instructions and
other aspects of the nethod which night have influcncod the results
already described, In one, no separatlion wos wade botweon free and
foreced recally, but the instructions werce to match list length, This
variation was run to deteriiine if tho separation of the recall into fwo
parts had a bearing on the regsults obtaincd. Ia anothor variation,
there was no separation of free and forced wrocall bub asain the ingtruce
tiong were to mateh list length. In order to &ry to reduce the subjoctis
w088ible sct toward accuracy, however, he was assurcd that any words
he thousht of would do and he was asked to code thowords he thought
of as to his 'ertainty or unccertain¥y of thelr list membership. In the
otheor two o:merizients, free and forcad recall nerlods wore separated,
In onec, the subjoet was explicitly told that ho could assoclate to thoe
1ist name and in the othor to the list mewbors in hls process of
matcehing 1list length duriang forced recall,

In general, thesc varintions on the original coxjsoriment did
not sooil vo have any marked effcets wron the ilnds of roshonses

the subjects produced in thelr cofforts to mateh list length,

Method
Four small clascos of ssychology studonts were uscd, one for
gach oxperinenfo Only six of the oriziaal lists constructod by Deege
wereo cuployed in thesc exvoriilents, and the saie six lists wero usod
'for cach proup. the lists were muwibors 1, Ly 1y, 17, 9, and 12

(Decse, 1959, Table 1, 1.307), presonted in that order, Iists 1 and L

are corposcd of the highe-froquoncy associatos of Juttorfly and of Slow,
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Correct Responses and Intrusions during
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A total of LO subjocts were run, 11 in TIC, 8 in IIC, Y in ITIC,
and 12 in IVC, The lists used for these l groups were the same as

those used for CGroup I (I of 17) in the first experiment(Cofer, 1961).

Results

Table 1 shows mcan results for each group and each list for
number of correct regponses in free and forced recall and intrusions
during free recall, (The higher means for free recall for correct
responses and intrusions in groups IC and IVC than for II§ and IIIC are
due to the facts that the correet responses during forced recall are
indicated soparately for tho latter two groups and that their intrusions
in forced recall are not shown in Table l.) These daba rescmble those
reported by Deese (1959) and Cofer {(1961l) for corparablc measures.

The free asscciative response distributions to the list membors
(Dsese, personal communication) were examined in order to discover which
responses asppeared in forced recall and at what frequencies; similarly
the agsociabive responses to the list names were examined. There were no
evident differences in the responses of the i groups in this experiment -
the experimental manipulations were not effective in altering the
pattern of results elther among these groups or in comparison with the
resulks revorted esarlier. pccordimgly, the data for all four groups
have been combincd, and tabulations for one 1list at each lovel of
associlation are shown in Tables 2, 3, . and L. Table 5 shows corresponding
data for 57 subjects for the Bigh frequency Butterfig list; this
includes the L0 cases of tho present exporinentd and the 17 cascs of
the relevant group frox the earlicr experinent.

Table 3 shows the list members for the low=frequency Chair list,
thoir assoeiastes uhich ocvcur with a Trequency of‘loﬁ or greater in
Docse's normis (or the Kenb=Rosanofl norms), the frequencies of the
occurrence of the associates in recall {frce for groups IC and TVC and

forced for groups I7C and ITIC), and the frequoncy'with which the list
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tc‘us%OLAuLc ircely o thr 1ist name or the list wahors as Loey "reciii™., An
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associntine unelectively until ¢ v ve writitcn enoush vor s to satisiy
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Summary
A number ol disierent experinental a ransenents rere antrod.ced in order
to stucy edabine nd s ocibive processes an e i ediate froe-trecnll ox
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